Nearly 298,000 children with autism in U.S. schools 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was signed into law in 1975. It insured that children with disabilities had the same opportunity to receive a free appropriate public education as other children in the United States. The Act was last amended in December 2004. 

Every fall, the United States Department of Education releases the official figures it must submit in its annual report to the U.S. Congress. The tables that are made available list and summarize important national statistics related to all students with disabilities being educated in accordance with IDEA.  

“Autism” has been listed as a separate entity since 1991 and continuous accurate statistical information concerning children aged 6-21 in U.S. schools has been available since then. Listing of 3 to 5-year-old affected children has been available since 2000. Autism spectral disorders (ASD) are included under “Autism”. 

The recently released figures for the 2007 report (school year 2007-2008) can be found at https://www.ideadata.org/arc_toc9.asp#partbCC 
All data were updated July 15, 2008
According to Table 1-2: “Children ages 3 through 5 served under IDEA, Part B, by disability category and state” (Tab 1-2-3): There were in all 39,387 students aged 3-5 with “autism” during school year 2007-08 up from 35,111 in 2006-07, a 12.2% increase.

Similarly, according to Table 1-3: “Students ages 6 through 21 served under IDEA, Part B, by disability category and state” (Tab 1-3-3): There were in all 258,095 students aged 6-21 with “autism” during school year 2007-08 up from 224,594 in 2006-07, a 14.9% increase.  
The increase in the number of students aged 6 to 21 with Autism/ASD since 1991 is evident in the following graph.

[image: image1.emf]United States Department of Education

 Annual Reports to Congress                                 

Autism/ASD 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

School Year

Students with Autism/ASD

 Age 6-21 x 1000


It is also clear from the following table that the number of children aged 3 - 6 with autism/ASD has also been increasing during the last seven school years. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School y.
	2001-02
	2002-03
	2003-04
	2004-05
	2005-06
	2006-07
	2007-08

	Report
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3 yr
	3,555
	4,165
	5,029
	5,709
	6,704
	7,583
	8,013

	Born
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 yr
	5,395
	6,249
	7,221
	8,400
	9,753
	10,570
	12,432

	Born
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 yr
	8,102
	8,625
	10,571
	11,820
	13,848
	16,958
	18,989

	Born
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 yr
	10,813
	11,970
	14,001
	16,405
	18,311
	21,315
	24,241

	Born
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001


It is illogical to continue to attribute such steady increase to “better diagnosis” and less stringent diagnostic criteria. 

The DSM-IV criteria presently used for diagnosis of autism were introduced in 1994. The following table lists the number of children aged 6-21 with Autism/ASD reported annually by the U.S Department of Education to Congress since DSM-IV and the yearly increase.  

	School Year
	Students
	Increase

	1994-95
	22,780
	

	1995-96
	28,813
	6,033

	1996-97
	34,082
	5,269

	1997-98
	42,487
	8,405

	1998-99
	53,561
	11,074

	1999-00
	65,391
	11,830

	2000-01
	78,717
	13,326

	2001-02
	97,847
	19,130

	2002-03
	118,603
	20,756

	2003-04
	140,920
	22,317

	2004-05
	166,302
	25,382

	2005-06
	193,481
	27,179

	2006-07
	224,415
	30,934

	2007-08
	258,305
	33,890


The following table shows the number of 3-5 year-old-students with autism/ASD starting with the 2000-2001 school year. The yearly and percent increases are listed in the right column.    

	School

Year
	Students

w/autism
	Increase

% Increase

	2000-01
	15,581
	

	2001-02
	17,032
	1,451   9.3%

	2002-03
	19,017
	1,985   11.6%

	2003-04
	22,724
	3,707   19.5%

	2004-05
	25,902
	3,178   13.9%

	2005-06
	30,276
	4,374   16.8%

	2006-07
	35,043
	4,767   15.7%

	2007-08
	39,387
	4,344   12.4%


The variability of the yearly increases until 2004 is difficult to explain. 

On the other hand, the slowing in the rate of increase in the number of children with autism/ASD aged 3 to 5 since 2005 is noted with interest, as it seems to coincide with the elimination of Thimerosal from the pediatric vaccines used in the United States. Future annual reports will tell whether this trend will persist.   

I have been reviewing the annual reports of the U.S. Department of Education since 1999. The sadness I feel every year when the reports are published is immense. 

Purely genetic disorders do not increase in this fashion. The fact that new autism and ASD cases are still being diagnosed in increasing numbers year after year is evidence that the medical authorities need to more carefully investigate ALL environmental causes … without exception.
F. Edward Yazbak, MD, FAAP
Falmouth, Massachusetts.







